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Mulla Sadra’s Theology and Gender: An Analysis Based on
Anthological, Anthropological and Epistemological Principles

Alireza Hasanpour *
Majid ziaei Ghahnavieh ™
Mahnaz Mozafarifar ="
Abstract

This paper is aimed at studying the topics related to gender from the
perspective of Mulla Sadra’s ontology, anthropology, and epistemology.
Although he did not explicitly deal with this issue, considering some
elements of his ontology, anthropology and epistemology can unveil some
of the hidden layers of his thought in this regard. Man, as other entities,
has a substantial progression extending from the lowest to the highest
position as the full actualization of his potentialities. In this substantial
transformation, femininity and masculinity are not conceivable. On the
basis of Mulla Sadra’s anthropology, gender has no contribution to the
essence and truth of human beings, and is considered as accidental. In his
epistemology, Mulla Sadra believes that humans are different with respect
to acquiring knowledge; rather, they can achieve different degrees of
knowledge. However, this distinction lies in the differences in the
existential levels of individuals, not in their gender. In fact, femininity and
masculinity are the characteristics of vegetative soul and body, similar to
the state of the same attributes among plants and animals.

Key Terms: Mulla Sadra, gender, femininity, masculinity, human soul.
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Inferring Various Models of Certainty in View Drawing on the Inner
Possibilities of Transcendental Wisdom

Abdollah Salavati”

Abstract
In contemporary epistemology, various models of certainty have been

proposed as follows: psychological certainty, epistemological certainty,
moral certainty, and objective and subjective assurance. The present
article is an attempt to infer and present models of certainty in
transcendental wisdom based on certain models in contemporary
epistemology and internal possibilities of Mulla Sadra's philosophy.
Therefore, the major question posed in this article is: What models of
certainty can be inferred from Mulla Sadra's philosophy? The results show
that, first, according to Mulla Sadra's intellectual evolution, seven models
of certainty can be deduced from Mulla Sadra's philosophy:
epistemological certainty, philosophical certainty one, philosophical
certainty two, total intuitive certainty, moral and psychological certainty,
objective and subjective certainty, and Pre-Reflective certainty; Second, It
is possible to conceive Mulla Sadra, in relation to certainty, both as an
extrovert and internally oriented. Third, Pre-reflective Certainty is the
foundation of all certainty models in Mulla Sadra's philosophy. There is
no certainty without pre-reflective certainty.

Key Terms: certainty, epistemological certainty, philosophical certainty,
objective certainty, pre-reflective, Mulla Sadra.

* Shahid Rajaei University a.salavati@sru.ac.ir
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A Comparative Study of the Theological Thought of Ibn Teymeyyah
with Those of Orthodox Shi’ites on the Basis of Um-al-Salameh’s
Narrations
from the Holy Prophet of Islam

Ali Asghar Banihassan *
Mohammad Mehdi Babapour Golafshani**
Naser Rafiee Mohammadi™*

Abstract

Due to the prominence of the opposition of Ibn teymeyh's thoughts with
other Islamic sects especially Orthodox Shia and by a consideration of
religious sects approximation, creating unity, and removing incorrect
thoughts in an unbiased way, we have tried to study several issues
comparatively based on the traditions descended from Om-al-Salameh
(supported by both sects). The conclusion is that Ibn Teymeyyah’s views,
in some cases, are consistent with those of Orthodox Shia as follows: (1)
the legitimacy of crying over the dead; (2) the legitimacy of pilgrimage;
(3) the legitimacy of greeting and praying for the dead and the
effect of the living on the dead. In some cases there is partial consistency
as follows: (1) based on Ibn Teymeyyah’s views, invocation is limited to
the life period; (2) he limits consecration to Kaaba only. There are some
differences as well: (1) he limits the application of households members to
the holy prophet; (2) he also limits the application of the special virtues
such as chastity and superiority to the prophet; (3) he limits the
application of foreknowledge to divine prophets; (4) he bans mourning for
the dead; (5) he bans dirge; (6) he does not approve preparation for
pilgrimage. The differences can be attributed to the different narrative
sources of the two schools of thoughts.

KeyTerms: Ibn Teymeyyah , Vahhabi, Om-al-Salameh, prophet of Islam,

Shia.
*  Shahid Beheshti University a.banihasan60@yahoo.com
** Shahid Beheshti University m_babapour@sbu.ac.ir

*** Al-Mustafa International University — n.rafel10@yahoo.com
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Salafiyyah’s Internal Challenges in devising Theological and
Ideological Foundations with a Focus on the Phenomenon of
Excommunication (Takfir)

Hamid Imandar®
Hossein Zaffari**
Abstract

The specific interpretation of the concept of excommunication (Takfir)
and the designation of its applications are the major sources of the
extremist Jihadist Salafism. It should be emphasized that the bases of the
mentioned flaw in the context of defining excommunication are in
contradiction with the views of Salafi authorities. In fact, this
contradiction has created an internal challenge in the theological and
ideological system of the school of Salafism. The Takfiri Salafists’ belief
in the details of practice for the realization of faith is an essential factor in
the exaltation of practical disbelief which leads to excommunication of
those who, for example, abandon the daily prayers or Zakat as
disbelievers without considering their heart judgment. This is in direct
contrast with the views of Ibn Taymiyyah and Al-Bani, the two important
Salafi intellectual authorities, who put emphasis on the heart’s approval as
the realization of faith, not the body organs’ acts. Moreover, consistent
with their refutation of the views expressed by some of the movement
Imams, the Takfiri Salafists refuse to confirm the principle of ignorance in
relation to issues of major Shirk such as supplication. This has completed
their violent manifesto. The false interpretation of the notion of divine
sovereignty and the lack of distinction between absolute and definitive
Takfir are in contradiction with the views of the majority and is the major
source of the expansion of the applications of Takfir.

Key Terms: Salafism, Takfir, faith, disbelief, internal challenges.

* Shiraz University hamidimandar@yahoo.com
** Imam Hossein University hosein2@yahoo.com
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Investigating the Shiite Theological Approach to the Position of
Expediency in Deducing Religious Rules

Ali Ghasemi”
Seyyed Mohammad Mousavi Bojnourdi*™

Davood Mohammadjani
Abstract

One of the basic principles in inferencing religious rules in Shia
jurisprudence is the principle of expediency. The justification of
expediency as the source of inferencing religious rules is derived from the
theological foundations of this principle. The present paper examines the
position of expediency in ljtihad and inferencing religious rules from a
Shiite theological perspective. Adopting a descriptive-comparative library
research strategy, the present study relied on an analysis
of Shiite theological documents and jurisprudential sources with the
theme of the principle of expediency.Theological foundations of
expediency, from the Shia point of view, include the elements of
perfection and prosperity, divine knowledge, divine justice, divine
wisdom, rationality and goodness. The principle of expediency is not
merely involved in divine legislation. The process of governance by the
Islamic ruler in the era of presence and absence is also in the domain of
this principle. Because of this reason, this principle gains more
importance. The conclusion is that the adherence to noumenal goods and
evils is the outcome of the famous theological statement in the Shiite
theology which states: God's deeds are purposeful and the emnation of
redundant deeds for Him is impossible.

Key Terms: Shiite theology, Shiite jurisprudence,expediency, religious
judgments.
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Abstract

The prophet's exclusive traits refer to those attributes of the prophet which
make a distinction between the prophet and other human beings. They can
be summed up as revelation, infallibility and miracles. The present article
is an attempt to explain the anthropological origin of these prophetic
exclusive traits adopting a philosophical attitude complemented with an
analytical library research strategy. Ibn Sina and Mulla Sadra emphasize
the existence of the sacred capability. Therefore, we first explain the
attribute of sacred capability and its relation to the ability of guessing and
active reasoning, as important ingredients of philosophers’ attitude. The
role of this capability will be addressed in relation to revelation and
subsequently the authority of this position will be used in the exploration
and analysis of the apocalyptic dream. Afterwards, the role of this
capability will be explained in the particular case of another exclusive
trait, that is, infallibility. The relationship between this capability and
miracle will come next. From this point of view, a disticntion between
magic and miracle is also made.

Key Terms : sacred capability, revelation, miracle, infallibility
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Abstract

The existence of pure and non-intentional mental states, especially pure
consciousness, is one of the issues which can be located where philosophy
of mind and philosophy of mysticism coincide. Most of states and stations
proposed by mystics have adjuncts. However, there are also some
mystical states and stations that do not necessarily have adjuncts. The
proponents of this view have simply argued for the existence of these
kinds of states, merely by examining pure consciousness as a non-
intentional mental state reported by the mystics. It appears that there are
further non-intentional mental states. One of these non-intentional states is
the "mystical” state of pure tranquility. The question can be raised
whether a state known as pure tranquility can be assumed and
comprehended. If not then the alternative is that it has an adjunct and it is
necessarily directed to an object. It can be said that the mystic, in his
progress path to God, falls in a state of pure tranquility without being
linked to an object as an adjunct of the tranquility state. His spirit is in a
state of certainty without having to be certain of something. From a
mystical point of view, two arguments can be put forward for the
realization of pure tranquility: the entailment of knowledge and
tranquility, and the interconnection of tranquility and the primordial
covenant in Islamic mysticism.

Key Terms: mystical experience, pure consciousness, pure tranquility,
intentionality, non-Intentionality, non-intentional mental state.
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